
By Wayne Parrott (775) 

A Parrott King Cotton 

In the American South, cotton reigned supreme  
among crops, and was the foundation for its  
economy. Waco, Texas, celebrated cotton’s  
importance with a Cotton Palace, which in 1894  
hosted the Texas Cotton Palace Exposition, for  
which Robert Blanks Parrott was a board member.  
The Exposition lasted a month and was considered  
to be wildly successful. Among the events that  
took place, Robert Blanks got crowned the first  
‘King Cotton’ and held the title for 10 years. 
 
Robert Blanks Parrott came of age in the American  
Civil War in the most memorable of ways. 
 
The son of a Virginia Merchant and already at least a seventh generation 
American, Robert entered the University of Virginia at the age of 14, becoming 
the youngest student ever enrolled there. However, within two years, the Civil 
War had started, and Robert Blanks dropped out of school to fight in the war. He 
ended up in the 43rd Battalion, Virginia Cavalry, better known as Mosby's 
Rangers, or less charitably but more accurately, Mosby’s Raiders, for their guerilla 
tactics that were very effective at disrupting Union lines. Robert Blanks was the 
2nd Sergeant for the company. 
 
  The unit was commanded by John Singleton Mosby,  
  aka the Gray Ghost of the Confederacy. After the War, 
  he became US consul to Hong Kong. Another member 
  of the unit was first lieutenant Baron Robert von  
  Massow from Prussia, who in 1901 announced he was 
  leaving $2,000,000 to Mosby, and other brigade  
  members. It is not clear that anyone lived to collect  
  their share – von Massow did not die until 1927.  
  Towards the end of the war, Robert Blanks was  
  captured, and spent the remaining six months of the  
  War in a Union prison.  Returning to Virginia, he  
  worked for a commission house for a decade, after  
  which he went through a series of jobs on his way to  
  becoming a business tycoon.  
 

Robert Blanks Parrott (Sr.) 
as King Cotton – 1894 

Robert Blanks Parrott (Sr.) 
as a member of Mosby’s 
Raiders – c. 1865 



File from The Photographic History of The Civil War in Ten Volumes: Volume Four, The Cavalry. The 
Review of Reviews Co., New York, 1911, p. 171. Robert Blanks, age 16, is on the far left, middle row. 



He first went to work for the Nashville Life Insurance Co., then with the Mobile 
Life Insurance Co., then the Alabama Gold Life Insurance Company, ending as 
president of the Provident Savings Life Insurance Company. He went on to found 
the Texas Real Estate Association and became director of the Provident National 
Bank of Waco. He fought the establishment and managed to introduce reforms in 
the insurance industry, recognized for the significant savings they provided the 
state of Texas. 
 
Robert Blanks was a trustee for the University of the South in Sewanee, 
Tennessee, served on the Waco city council and on the Waco School Committee, 
and still found time to be a Mason, an Elk, and a Knight of Pythias. He did not 
obtain his title of Colonel until the late 1870s, when he became an aide to then 
Texas Governor Richard Hubbard – it was Hubbard who bestowed upon him the 
honorary title of Colonel. 
 
In 1887, he led the campaign to pass a constitutional amendment that would ban 
alcohol sales in Texas, but lost to the campaign organized by Judge George W. 
Clark. Yet, when Judge Clark ran for governor against the incumbent in 1892, he 
asked Robert Blanks to organize his campaign. Robert went on to chair the Texas 
World’s Columbian Exhibition Committee in 1893, which led to his position on 
the Texas Cotton Palace Board and election as King Cotton. 
 
Robert had three sons and three daughters: the daughters were Rosa Scott 
Parrott (1876-1878), Alice Downs Parrott (1878-1949) married George Thomas 
Zizinia (1873-1944) and Lillian Parrott (1884-1944) who married William Whalen 
(1896-). 
 
Two of his sons became notable for very different reasons.  The third son 
(William Downs Parrott, 1882-1950), sold stocks in Manhattan and never 
married.  
 
Eldest son Charles Blanks Parrott (1874-1906) served in the military during the 
Spanish-American War and was stationed in the Philippines. Diagnosed with 
tuberculosis upon his return, he became suicidal and made headline news after 
he murdered his wife, Mary Lucille Hampton (1880-1906) before turning the gun 
on himself. The marriage had always been rocky—he was an alcoholic and she 
was addicted to morphine. 
 
Second son, Robert Blanks Parrott Jr. (1880-1962), in contrast, was a paragon of 
society. He worked on Wall Street from 1901 until the 1929 market crash, at 
which point he moved to Indianapolis, where he established a group insurance 
and investment firms. Yet, he never forgot Waco, his home town. 



Texas Collection, Baylor University, Texas Cotton Palace 1894 Board of Directors. 



In 1958, Robert Jr. and his wife, Edith  
Isabelle Heinze (1887-1974) established 
the Waco Perpetual Growth Foundation,  
with the mission to do charitable and  
philanthropic work in Waco and the  
surrounding area. Today, the  
Foundation continues its work and has  
assets exceeding $76 million. 
 
Although Robert Blanks Parrott Sr. and  
his wife, Alice Henrietta Downs had six  
children, they had but one  
granddaughter, Frances Zizinia, who  
died unmarried in 1981.  
 

Robert Blanks Parrott Jr. 
and Edith Heinze Parrott 
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